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To the extent practical and as required by federal law through the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, the
Chattooga County School System will work with homeless students and families (here after referred to as homeless)
to provide stability in school attendance and other services. Special attention will be given to ensuring the enrollment
and attendance of homeless students not currently attending school. Homeless students and unaccompanied youth
will be provided district services for which they are eligible, including Chattooga Pre-K programs, Title I, special
education, programs for students with limited English proficiency, vocational and technical education programs,
gifted and talented programs and school nutrition programs.

The Superintendent shall designate an appropriate staff person to be the district’s liaison for homeless students and
their families. The McKinney-Vento liaison shall be responsible for compiling data collected on children and youth in
transition and unaccompanied youth, determining and arranging for needed services, monitoring academic
achievement, facilitating enrollment, and settling disputes.

Definition

Homeless students, including unaccompanied youth are defined as lacking a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime
residence, including children who are:

1. Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing or economic hardship;

2. Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate
accommodations;

3. Living in emergency or transitional shelters;

4. Are abandoned in hospitals;

5. Awaiting foster-care-placement:

6. Living in public or private places not designed for ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for
human beings;

7. Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, transportation stations or similar
settings;

8. Migratory children living in conditions described in the previous examples; and
Identification
Homeless children and youth and unaccompanied youth will be identified through three main sources:

1. School personnel will be trained to inquire about homelessness upon enrollment and withdrawal of students
(Student Residency Questionnaire). School personnel will notify the McKinney-Vento liaison of any possible
students in transition.

2. School staff will be trained annually on how to identify children in class who may be experiencing
homelessness and appropriate procedures to follow.

3. Qutreach material will be provided to partner agencies by the McKinney-Vento liaison to provide public notice
of homeless children and youth rights.

School Selection

Each homeless child and youth, including unaccompanied youth has the right to remain at his or her school of origin
or to attend any school in the attendance area in which they are currently residing. School of origin means the school
that the student attended when permanently housed or the school in which the student was last enrolled. Homeless
children and youth, including unaccompanied youth shall remain at the school of origin, to the extent feasible, unless
it is against the parents or youth'’s wishes. These students academic year are eligible to remain in their school of



origin for the duration of their homelessness until the end of the academic year in which they obtain permanent
housing. Instead of remaining in the school of origin, parents or guardians of homeless students may request
enrollment in the school located in the attendance area where the student is actually living. If the school district
determines that it is not feasible for the student to continue in their school of origin or the school requested by the
parent, the student shall be assigned or transferred to the school in the attendance area in which the child is actually
living. In that case, the school system will provide a written explanation (see Form). Feasibility of remaining at the
school of origin shall be centered around the best placement for the student. Issues to be considered include but are
not limited to:

e Safety;

» Continuity of instruction;

e Possible location of future housing;

e Remaining time in academic year;

e Anticipated length of stay in temporary residence;

e School placement of siblings; and

¢ Whether the student has special needs that would render commute difficult.

Enrollment

Students identified as homeless and unaccompanied youth have the right to immediate enrollment in school. If the
parent or student is unable to produce records normally required for enrollment, such as previous academic records,
medical records, proof of residence or immunization records, the student shall be enrolled and the school shall
immediately contact the school last attended by the student to obtain the relevant academic and other records. If the
student needs to obtain immunizations, or immunization or medical records, the school shall immediately refer the
parent or guardian of the student to the school McKinney-Vento contact or district McKinney-Vento liaison who
shall assist in obtaining necessary immunizations or immunization or medical records. The school will obtain
appropriate information sufficient for the McKinney-Vento liaison to contact the parent or guardian of the student.
This applies to unaccompanied youth who otherwise qualify as homeless and are not in the physical custody of a
parent or guardian as well. Under guardianship or custody, unaccompanied youth may enroll themselves or be
enrolled by a non-parent caretaker over the age of 18 or the district McKinney-Vento liaison.

Transportation

Homeless students, including unaccompanied youth are entitled to transportation to their school of origin or the
school where they are to be enrolled as discussed under “School Selection”. If the school of origin is in a different
district, or a homeless student is living in another district but will attend his or her school of origin in this district, the
districts will coordinate the transportation services necessary for the student, or will divide the costs equally.
Transportation services may be provided through district transportation, gas vouchers, or public means. If
transportation is requested by parent or guardian, a Transportation Request form should be filled out by school staff
and forwarded to the district liaison and Transportation Director.

Disputes

If a dispute arises over any issue related to the rights of children and youth in transition, and unaccompanied youth
the child or youth in transition shall be immediately enrolled and provided all services until dispute is resclved in
accordance with federal law and state plan. The school must provide the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth
with a written explanation of its decision and the right to appeal with the district McKinney-Vento liaison contact
information (see Dispute Form). The liaison shall ensure enrollment and appropriate services until the dispute is
resolved. All records of disputes should be kept. The state level appeals process should also be provided following
the district level appeal.

Services

Children and youth in transition, including unaccompanied youth shall be provided comparable services to other
students including:

e Transportation;



e Title I;

e Education services where they meet eligibility criteria;
e Vocation and technical education program;

e Gifted and talented program; and

e School Nutrition.

Other services provided to facilitate education include school supplies, school clothes, health services, summer
programs, emergency assistance, counseling services and tutoring services.

Upon being identified as homeless and unaccompanied,students automatically qualify for free and reduced lunch.
The district McKinney-Vento liaison or designee shall forward necessary information to Nutrition Services to
facilitate the free/reduced lunch process.

Title I services should also be made available to all children and youth in transition, including unaccompanied youth
regardless of the school of enrollment’s Title | status. Appropriate funds should be set aside to provide comparable
services to those students. The district Title | plan should coordinate with the McKinney-Vento services through
collaboration between Title | Director and the district McKinney-Vento liaison.

Collaboration

The district’s liaison for homeless students and their families shall coordinate with local social service agencies that
provide services to homeless children and youths and their families, including unaccompanied youth, other school
districts on issues of transportation and records transfers; and state and local housing agencies responsible for
comprehensive housing affordability strategies. This coordination includes providing public notice of the educational
rights of homeless students where such students receive services, such as schools, family shelters, and soup kitchens.
The district's McKinney-Vento liaison will also review and recommend amendments to district policies that may act
as barriers to the enrollment of homeless students.



